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Plenipotentiary, neither of which was cor-
rect, and this Kleber knew, but he was most
desirous to evacuate Egypt on any terms,
Kleber wrote to the Directory that he had
only twelve thousand men (when he had
double that number), and that he had not
the means of making any defence. "This
letter/9 continued he, "was intercepted, and
deceived the English Government, but Sir
Sidney knew the truth. He showed much
talent in making the convention of El Arish,
and much honour in his conduct afterwards
to Kleber; for when he learned that the
treaty was not confirmed, he prevented
Kleber from giving up the citadel of Dami-
etta to the Turks/' Bonaparte thinks the
English Government repented they had not
confirmed the treaty, when they knew tie
truth. Had Kleber lived, the French would
have made a much better stand m Egypt.
He was a more able general than Menou,
whose talent was in diplomacy. If the
French had kept possession of Egypt, the
English sooner or later would have lost
India; for if it could not be conquered by
the Red Sea, the commerce would have been